








changes that disturb one or more acre, or for projects
of any size located within 500 feet of a lake or stream.
®  Municipal enforcing Agency (MEA) - issues SESC per-
mits within the municipality.
e Authorized Public Agency (APA) - a self-regulating
public agency, such as a Drain Commissioner’s office;
no SESC permits are required.

Because Drain Commissioners frequently perform work
near lakes and streams, Mikula recommended that all should
seek APA status from MDEQ. MACDC has developed model
SESC-APA Procedures that Drain Commissioners can use to
apply for MDEQ approval, available online at www.macdc.
net. Additionally, individuals with SESC decision-making
authority must complete MDEQ’s SESC training before they
can be designated as an APA.

CEAs, MEAs, and APAs are all subject to audit by the
MDEQ. Mikula indicated that Agencies could expect audits
in Spring or Summer of 2009. He encouraged Drain Com-
missioners with questions about the SESC Program to con-
tact him at 517.335.3178, or mikular@michigan.gov.

The prospect of state audits had some Drain Commis-
sioners asking “why take on this responsibility?” Larry Pro-
tasiewicz , P.E., of Spicer Group answered, “become an APA
so that you don’t have to obtain a permit every time you want
to work on your drains.”

Mr. Protasiewicz described MACDC's model APA Proce-
dures Manual. Administrative guidelines are presented first,
including Inspection and Documentation requirements.
Following the procedures described here will aide the Drain
Commissioner’s office immensely in meeting MDEQ's audit
requirements.

Additional important elements of the Manual include the
listing or “key” of Erosion Control Measures and the sample
SESC Plan. The Plan must contain a scaled drawing of the
work site and describe soil types, work timing and sequence.
The Plan tells the Contractor or Crew Chief “what, where,
when, and how to perform the work,” said Protasiewicz. The
list of Erosion Control Measures contains abbreviations that
can be used easily on the Plan. MDEQ requires this level
of detail for all regulated projects, whether performed under
single-permit or by an APA.

Lindemann said the best practice regarding SESC Pro-
grams is to “develop a good attitude about erosion preven-
tion.” He further urged Drain Commissioners to seek CEA
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status for their counties. “All the soil disturbance ends up in
your drains; you are the appropriate official to administer the
CEA programs.”

Subdivision Plan Review,
Section 433 Drains, & County Stormwater Rules

Presenters: Dennis Wojcik, P.E., Washtenaw County Deputy Drain Com-
missioner; Jon Morrison, P.E., Clinton County Drain Commissioner’s Of-
fice; Sami Khaldi, P.E., Wayne County Drain Commissioner’s Office

This experienced team described their activities under
state and local rules designed to “protect and conserve the
water resources of the state.” In Wayne County, flood Con-
trol and Water Resource Protection performance standards
are measured under local ordinance and administrative rules
established in October 2000. The Wayne County Stormwater
Work Group provides oversight. Design standards require
the removal of 80% or more of Total Suspended Solids (TSS)
from stormwater, as measured annually.

e Wayne County publishes a local BMP (Best Manage-
ment Practice) registry online. Among these are
Mechanical treatment devices that remove sediment;
Landscape plans that include specialized soils, plants,
and planting methods, requiring maintenance and
performance bonds;

e Underground Detention using various types of pipe;

e Bio-retention (rain gardens) - effectiveness hinges on
proper construction and maintenance;

e  Green roofs

Wayne County ordinances require that new stormwater
systems must be maintained in perpetuity. To accomplish
this, communities may execute a Resolution to accept the
maintenance responsibility. Alternatively, systems can be es-
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tablished as a Chapter 18 county Drain to assure long-term
legally binding maintenance.

Of the 500-700 projects reviewed each year in Michigan’s
most populous county, Khaldi said that none have been chal-
lenged since implementation of its rules. The key to success,
according to Khaldj, is clear communication of Permit Appli-
cation Procedures and Plan Requirements and early involve-
ment in the planning process. Mr. Khaldi can be contacted
at 734.595.6504 to discuss the Wayne County program in
further detail.

Public Act 288 of 1967, the Land Division Act, solidi-
fied the Drain Commissioner’s role in reviewing drainage
for new developments. Administrative rules were updated
in 2008 to provide for the simultaneous review of plans by
three agencies: the Drain Commissioner’s office, Building,
and Planning/Zoning. The Clinton County Drain Commis-
sioner’s Office, according to Jon Morrison, requires the re-
view of detailed plans for the preliminary plat. This review
assures that drainage is adequate for development and allows
the Office to determine if one or more drainage districts will
be involved.

Morrison said the Clinton County office also requires pre-
construction meetings to coordinate the inspection process.
Interim inspections and a final inspection are conducted to
determine that the project “as built” matches the preliminary
project description. This is necessary before approving the
final plat, especially if the Drain Commissioner’s office will

S/ SPALDING DEDECKER
W4 ASSOCIATES, INC.
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Spalding DeDecker Associates is an
employee-owned and community-centered
civil engineering and surveying firm offering
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(800) 598-1600
www.spaldingdedecker.com
Brighton | Detroit | Rochester Hills | Trenton
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assume management of the stormwater system under a “Sec-
tion 433 Agreement.”

Act 96 of 1987 governs new development or redevel-
opment of mobile home communities. Morrison said that
stormwater systems for manufactured housing communities
are considered private infrastructure and regulated by the
state. Drain Commissioners are sometimes involved when
a designated county drain is nearby; contact the appropriate
state agency with concerns regarding such infrastructure.

Section 433 of The Drain Code allows the Drain Com-
missioner’s office to contract with developers to assume re-
sponsibility for stormwater infrastructure installed in new
developments. The contract can and should be negotiated
according to the Drain Commissioner’s standards, said Den-
nis Wojcik of Washtenaw County. Before the agreement can
be effective, a professional Engineer must sign a statement af-
firming that the lands to be added naturally drain to a County
Drain or that the County Drain is the only reasonable outlet
and that there will be no adverse impact downstream. Wojcik
said that the Drain Commissioner’s office should inspect the
site to confirm the certifying engineer’s statement.

The 433 agreement may create a new drain, or the de-
veloper might apply to add lands to an existing drainage
district. Landowners in new drainage districts or additions
to existing districts are liable for all subsequent special as-
sessments. Wojcik recommends having securities in hand to
assure proper construction before signing agreements.

MDEQ Permits

Presenters: Dave Hamilton, Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality Stormwater Management Section Chief; Mark Fife, Stormwater
Program Coordinator.

Mr. Hamilton described the State of Michigan’s admin-
istration of the Federal Clean Water Act standards under Sec-
tion 404. Michigan is one of two states that have established
separate regulations (Part 31 of NREPA) and assumed respon-
sibility for permitting and program administration. Michi-
gan’s rules and operations must be consistent with Federal
standards and are subject to audit by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency.

Drain Commissioners interact often with MDEQ Land
and Water Management Division (LWMD.) Permits “at the
land/water interface” are handled by LWMD, including:

Part 31, Section 301 - Inland Lakes and Streams
Section 303 - Wetlands

Section 315 - Dam Safety

Section 323 Shorelands Protection

LWMD reviews 6,500 permit applications annually.
MDEQ administers rules under fifteen statutes, affecting the
longest fresh-water shoreline in the world (3,288 miles),
11,000 inland lakes, 36,000 miles of streams, and 5.5 mil-
lion acres of wetlands.
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Schuster,
Townley

Working with the Michigan
Department of Transportation

Presenters: Kristin Schuster, P.E., Drainage Coordinator Supervising En-
gineer; Michael Townley, P.E., MDOT Hydraulics Unit.

Ms. Schuster observed that MDOT and Drain Commis-
sioners share a close alliance in service to Michigan Com-
munities. MDOT is the only state agency that pays drainage
district assessments. The Department will assist Drain Com-
missioners’ offices with the “14a” calculations for assess-
ments.

Townley and Schuster reviewed the steps in establishing
a County Drain from the application to create a Drainage
District through construction:

e  Application to lay out Drainage District
Drain commissioner determines “practical.”
Petition
Board of Determination
Drain Design
Easement Acquisition
Apportionment
Letting of Contracts
Computation of Costs
Prepare Assessment Role
Day of Review
Construction

Schuster suggested early coordination with MDOT, dur-
ing the Board of Determination process and before the de-
sign stage. MDOT can send PDF versions of plans showing
site crossings in the proposed drainage district area. MDOT
needs twenty days between Notice of Apportionment and de-
termination of the final Assessment Roll for its review, and
will inspect drain construction before release of bond. Sec-
tion 433 Agreements can be used in MDOT rights of way.

LAWSON-FISHER ASSOCIATES P.C.

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

525 WEST WASHINGTON AVENUE
SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 46601

PH (574) 234-3167 ¢ FAX (574) 236-1330
www.lawson-fisher.com

e-mail: Ifa@lawson-fisher.com

Other sessions included:
History of Drainage Law in Michigan — Michael Gregg, En-
vironmental Stewardship Division, Michigan Department of Agriculture

Stream Processes — Tom Bennett, Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr &
Huber, Inc.

Overview of Michigan Drain Code and County Drains —
Michelle Brya and Michael Woodworth, the Hubbard Law Firm

Lake Level Act & Lake Improvement Boards - Brian Jonck-
heere, Livingston County Drain Commissioner; Michelle Brya, The Hub-
bard Law Firm

Chapter 20 Drains — Dennis Wojcik, Washtenaw County Deputy
Drain Commissioner

Intercounty Drains — Karl Hausler, Environmental Stewardship
Division; Michael Woodworth, The Hubbard Law Firm

Chapter 8 Drain Maintenance - Stephen May, Lenawee Coun-
ty Drain Commissioner; Michael Gregg, Environmental Stewardship Di-
vision, MDA; Alan Boyer, Ledy Design Group

Working with Other County Government Agencies as

Drain Commissioner — Doug Sporte, Kent County Deputy Drain
Commissioner

Financing Drain Projects - Terence Donnelly, Dickinson Wright
PLLC
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Implementing Innovative Practice:
Corlett Creek, Shiawassee County’s
First Two-Stage Ditch

e e = il i e W5 .

Corlett Creek before implementation, November 2005.

A crew worked for two weeks during July-August 2008, removing
3,800 cubic yards of spoil and 500 cubic yards of topsoil. The
spoil was taken offsite, and topsoil stockpiled for use in shaping the
bench and bank.
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By: Andrea Berry, Watershed Project Manager, Shiawassee Con-
servation District. All photos accompanying this article provided by
Shiawassee Conservation District.

Adequate drainage is important to anyone working on
an agricultural field. Accumulated water can make working
a field difficult and have detrimental effects on crop yields
and soil stability. Fortunately, Michigan’s complex networks
of maintained drainage ditches generally convey floodwater
quickly and efficiently from agricultural fields.

Typical drainage ditches are trapezoidal in shape and
designed to handle flows of five to fifty year storm events
without overflowing. In such channels, fast moving water
creates an artificially flashy stream prone to the accumulation
of sediment and debris that must be cleaned out. The re-
sults are unstable ditch banks, unreliable drain function, and
compromised water and ecosystem quality. An alternative to
a trapezoidal ditch design is the two-stage ditch that mimics
a natural stream system, allowing effective discharge without
compromising channel integrity.

Two-Stage Ditch Concept

A two-stage ditch incorporates characteristics similar to
those seen in natural streams. Natural streams have fast-
flowing central channels for normal flow, and floodplains on
either side for storage during high flow. This stream system
balances sediment movement, water storage and water sup-
ply.

The two-stage ditch design mimics this system through
construction of a deep central channel to convey low to nor-
mal flow, bordered by shallow benches that act as floodplains.
Water that overflows from the central channel is slowed in
these floodplains and sediment settles on the flat banks. This
results in more stable stream flow, which reduces erosion, in-
creases bank stability, and ultimately improves surface water
and aquatic habitat quality.

In the two-stage ditch design, hardy grasses are planted
into a filter strip on the benches, gentle slope of the bank
and on the adjacent field. These grasses filter sediment and
nutrients from the water flowing from agricultural fields even
before it reaches the ditch.

A Unique Partnership Opportunity: Shiawassee
Conservation District and Shiawassee County

Drain Commissioner
As part of a much larger watershed project, the Cor-
lett Creek two-stage ditch project offered a unique opportu-
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nity for partnership between the Shiawassee Conservation
District and the Shiawassee County Drain Commissioner.
The Mid-Shiawassee River Watershed Restoration Project has
been an ongoing watershed restoration effort through the
Conservation District. The Project is focused on identifying
resource concerns and impairments and addressing those
concerns through education and adoption of Best Manage-
ment Practices (BMPs).

The Mid-Shiawassee River Watershed Project began in
2000, when the Conservation District received a 319 grant
through the Michigan Department of Environmental Qual-
ity Nonpoint Source Division to develop a Watershed Man-
agement Plan. Specifically outlined in the Plan are actions
and activities aimed at preventing and restoring watershed
impairments. Following Plan approval, the Conservation
District received grants to carry out its education and imple-
mentation phases. From the beginning, the two-stage ditch
concept was determined a priority for the Mid-Shiawassee
River Watershed Project.

A strong partnership between the Shiawassee Conserva-
tion District and Shiawassee County Drain Commissioner
(SCDC) has existed for many years. The Drain Commission-
er’s staff attended committee meetings to identify priorities
during the watershed-planning phase. They pledged time
and effort to install BMPs during the implementation phase,
including the two-stage ditch project.

The SCDC played a key role in installing the two-stage
ditch, working closely with the Conservation District to solic-
it bids, oversee contracted work and perform labor to prepare
the site. Through this successful partnership, the first two-
stage ditch in Shiawassee County was installed on a 650-ft.
stretch of Corlett Creek in the Shiawassee River Watershed.

Site Selection Criteria

This project was unique in that its roots were in a gradu-
ate study through Michigan State University’s Biosystems
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The construction crew
followed a two-stage ditch
engineering design that
incorporated a 3:1 width
to channel width ratio,
meaning that the total
width of the bench was
double the width of the
main channel.

Engineering Department. The research produced a detailed
report that served as a starting point develop an engineered
design and implementation plan. The report identified Cor-
lett Creek as a possible site for a two-stage ditch because it
met criteria such as public visibility, engineering feasibility,
and accessibility for construction.

Corlett Creek was ideal for design comparison because
it was an existing trapezoidal channel with actively slough-
ing banks, restricted flow, and nitrogen, phosphate and sedi-
ment loading. Each of these aspects would be reduced or
eliminated with a two-stage ditch design. In addition, this
site satisfied practical project criteria, including landowner
willingness, funding availability, and ability to measure an
agricultural benefit.

Engineering and Design

Projects implemented through the Mid-Shiawassee River
Watershed Restoration Project require engineering designs to
be eligible for cost-share. This presented a challenge, since
two-stage ditch construction is a relatively new technique
and existing engineering models are limited.

Fortunately, engineering assistance was available through
the Michigan State University Biosystems and Engineering
Department and The Nature Conservancy Shiawassee River
Office. The Corlett Creek two-stage ditch was based upon
the methodology of Dr. Andy Ward and Don Mecklenburg
of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. The design
incorporated a 3:1 overtopped width to channel width ratio,
meaning the total width of the benches was double the width
of main channel.

Road constraints on the south side of the channel result-
ed in a one-sided two-stage ditch, with the north bench con-
structed at double-width to make up for the absence of a south
bench. Over time, the main channel will meander across the
doublewide bench and a two-sided ditch will result.

A regional curve analysis done by MSU Biosystems and
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Corlett Creek two-stage ditch in January 2009.

Engineering graduate students analyzed dimensions of natu-
rally formed two-stage channels within the Shiawassee River
Watershed to determine Corlett Creek’s most efficient two-
stage dimension. The main channel depth was most efficient
at 1.1 ft., bench at 24 ft. with a 3:1 bank slope (Northcott et
al. 2006).

Construction

Construction took place during the summer of 2008.
Approximately 3,800 cubic yards of spoil and 500 cubic
yards of topsoil were removed. Spoil was taken offsite and
the topsoil stockpiled and used to shape the bench and bank.
The filter strip seed mixture complied with NRCS standards
for planting and included a cool season grass mix. All to-
gether, the project was constructed in less than two weeks for
approximately $33,000. Costs were shared 75-25% between
the Conservation District’s Mid-Shiawassee River Watershed
Restoration Project and the SCDC. Drain assessments were
kept to a minimum because SCDC staff performed much of
the work, which counted as in-kind match.

On-Going Monitoring Efforts

This project has been part of an on-going study by the
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) to
establish the effectiveness of the two-stage ditch design in im-

*Lake Improvement Feasibility Studies
sAquatic Plant Surveys
sWater Quality Monitoring & Maodeling
-Ih‘drulngic& Lake Leyvel Studies

' 'Bredgmg Feastbilltv Studies
.Algal Sampling and Analysis

“=Lake and Pond Sediment & Soils Ana VI
-Lake and Pond Fisheries Survey:
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In September 2008, Mid-Michigan had an unprecedented rainstorm, re-
cording 6-10" of rain in places. This proved an excellent test for the two-
stage ditch to convey large amounts of water in the main channel with
much overflow stored on the bench.

proving water and habitat quality. Field measurements were
collected before installation and will continue for another
several years.

Data from ongoing monitoring will be analyzed to de-
termine trends in water quality, habitat and soil stability.
Measurements include macroinvertebrate community com-
position to assess species diversity and habitat quality, and a
pebble count analysis to determine sediment load reduction.
For the base measurements, the Conservation District and
The Nature Conservancy staff collected macroinvertebrates,
while MDEQ conducted the pebble count analysis.

Summary

Trapezoidal ditches are unstable streams. They tend to
be oversized for low flow events, provide limited capacity
for larger storm events, and negatively influence aquatic eco-
systems. An alternative to traditional design is a two-stage
ditch. This innovative practice consists of a central channel
for quick water conveyance, together with benches that act
as floodplains on either side. Benches contain water during
high flow, allow sediment to drop out, and slowly move wa-
ter while protecting ditch bank integrity.

Early estimates project that the Corlett Creek two-stage
ditch will prevent 1.5 tons of sediment per year from enter-
ing the Shiawassee River. This project is among the first of its
kind in Michigan and is being studied by the state to deter-
mine feasibility of making this a standard practice in agricul-
tural ditch design.

This project was funded under a Non-Point Source Pollu-
tion grant through MDEQ and is administered by the Shiawas-
see Conservation District with assistance from many partners.
For more information on two-stage ditches or the Mid-Shia-
wassee River Watershed Restoration Project, please contact the
Shiawassee Conservation District at 989.723.8263 ext. 3.

References
Northcott, William. ---- “Two-Stage Ditch Design” M.A.
thesis. Michigan State University, 2006.
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Top: Macroinvertebrates
are highly sensitive and a
useful indicator of water
quality changes. These
insects were collected up-
stream, downstream, and
within the project reach.
In addition, a pebble
count was conducted to
characterize the stream,
analyze channel hydrau-
lics and evaluate sediment
transport.

Bottom: Eight days after
the unprecedented 500-
year storm that hit Mid-
Michigan, the two-stage
ditch’s floodplains were
dry and main channel
flowing normally.
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MACDC EVENT CALENDAR

May 20-22, 2009
APWA - Michigan Chapter

Annual Conference
Boyne Mountain Resort, Boyne Falls

June 14-18, 2009

American Water Works Association
Annual Conference & Exposition
San Diego, California

June 21-24, 2009

Michigan Water Environment Association
Annual Conference
Boyne Mountain Resort

July 8-10, 2009
MACDC Annual Summer Conference
Crystal Mountain, Thompsonville

July 23-26, 2009
Michigan Infrastructure &
Transportation Association

Annual Summer Conference

Boyne Mountain Resort, Boyne Falls, Michigan

July 26-31, 2009
APWA - Michigan Chapter
Michigan Public Service Institute
Comfort Inn Conference Center,
Mount Pleasant, Michigan

August 16-18, 2009

Michigan Association of Counties -
Summer Conference
Boyne Mountain Resort, Boyne Falls, Michigan

October 16, 2009

Annual Conference
North American Lake Management Society —
Michigan Chapter
Kettunen Center, Tustin, Michigan

February 17-19, 2010
MACDC Annual Winter Conference
Grand Traverse Resort, Acme

July 14-16, 2010
MACDC Annual Summer Conference
Boyne Mountain, Boyne Falls

February 16-18, 2011
MACDC Annual Winter Conference
Grand Traverse Resort, Acme

July 13-15, 2011

MACDC Annual Summer Conference
Crystal Mountain, Thompsonville

Editor's Note: to place your event on this calendar, contact us at 517.484.9761
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER NEWS

FTC&H, WCR Announce Merger

Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc. (FTC&H) and
Wetland and Coastal Resources (WCR) have announced the
two companies merged in January 2009. FTC&H is a profes-
sional engineering, environmental, architectural, and con-
struction management firm. WCR is an environmental con-
sulting firm specializing in ecological services and dedicated
to the management, protection, and restoration of wetlands,
surface waters, and natural resources. Service specialties in-
clude wetland delineations, wetland mitigation design and
monitoring, coastal assessments, lake studies, streambank
stabilization and erosion assessments, floodplain and river
restoration, natural features inventories, threatened and en-
dangered species assessments, aquatic assessments, and wa-
tershed management.

Tom Bennett and Mike Nurse, both principals of WCR,
join FTC&H in key positions of senior environmental scien-
tists; Aaron Snell and Cheryl Pitchford will become mem-
bers of FTC&H’'s Water Resources Group. “In recent years,
the growing awareness of environmental and regulatory is-
sues has fueled the demand for our specialized services,” said
WCR’s Bennett. “I'm proud to say our legacy will continue
under the FTC&H banner.”

“FTC&H has long been sensitive to meeting our clients’
needs in innovative and environmentally conscious ways.
We have had a successful working relationship with WCR
staff for nearly five years. We have a high regard for their
technical talents and successful track record as one of Michi-
gan's renowned ecological service firms,” said FTC&H Senior
Vice President, James E. Smalligan, P.E.
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Thank You MACDC Members and
Associates Members:

Effective January 31, 2009, Wetland and Coastal Re-
sources, Inc. (WCR) merged with Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr
and Huber (FTC&H). In closing this chapter of our lives, we
would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere ap-
preciation to MACDC Members and Associate Members for
the opportunity to work with you over the past nine years.

The willingness you have shown in supporting our
unique approach to water resource management has been
demonstrated by the countless opportunities you have pro-
vided us. We have been included in both your large and
small projects throughout the state and for this we are ex-
tremely grateful.

We would also like to take this opportunity to let you
know that our unique approach to water resource manage-
ment will not change with the merger. To put it simply: we
will work under the FTC&H banner to offer the same qual-
ity services that you have come to expect from the “WCR”
staff. We will continue to offer environmental services for
wetlands and watercourses to Drain Commissioners and As-
sociate Members.

We are excited for the new opportunities that lie ahead
and look forward to our continued working relationships.

— Tom, Mike, Aaron and Cheryl

Hubbard Law Elects 2009 Officers

Ditschman

Woodworth

Lansing’s Hubbard Law Firm, P.C. has elected its officers
for 2009. They are: Michael G. Woodworth, President/CEO;
Andria M. Ditschman, Vice President; and Peter Teholiz,
Treasurer/Secretary. In addition to his elected position, Mr.
Woodworth practices primarily in the Firm’s municipal law,
drain law, land use and environmental law, and litigation ar-
eas. Ms. Ditschman specializes in municipal law, land use
and environmental law, and family law. Mr. Teholiz practices
primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, real estate law, corporate
law, and estate planning and probate.

Timothy J. Lozen. P.C. Welcome Attorney Tim

Wrathell as an Associate

Mr. Wrathall will practice real estate law, estate planning,
criminal law, family law, and municipal law. Holding a Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Surveying Engineering from Ferris
State University and a Masters of Science Degree in Civil En-
gineering from Purdue University, Mr. Wrathall graduated
Magna Cum Laude, earning his Juris Doctor Degree from
Thomas M. Cooley Law School.
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ASCE Southwest Michigan Branch Elects Two SME

Members to the Board of Directors

Myndi L. Bacon, PE, was elected President of the ASCE.
Myndi has 12 years experience as Project Engineer in the Ka-
lamazoo office of Soil and Materials Engineers, Inc. (SME).
Holding a Bachelor and Masters of Science in engineering
from MTU and Wayne State University, Myndi specializes in
providing solutions to geotechnical and environmental en-
gineering challenges. This includes designs to address issues
related to shallow and deep foundations, ground improve-
ment, earth retention systems and other related geotechnical
concerns.

Charlie D. Krug, EIT, was elected Director and Student
member contact. Charlie has three years of experience as Staff
Engineer in the Kalamazoo office of Soil and Materials En-
gineers, Inc. (SME). Holding a Bachelor of Science degree in
Civil Engineering from Michigan State University, Charlie spe-
cializes in geotechnical and materials engineering services.

Spicer Group Celebrates 65 Years of Service

Scherzer Branscomb Trudgeon

Spicer President Donald R. Scherzer announces the firm's
65th year of business. “When Clifford Spicer opened the
Spicer Engineering Company in 1944, the country was deep
into World War II, gas rationing was common and goods
were scarce. While Cliff had no work and no clients, he had
lots of opportunity and all of the future ahead of him. It was
a challenging time—much like today.”

“What is very different today are the technological
changes made in the engineering/surveying world. We've
gone from straight edges to calculators to computers; from
survey instruments to total station to real time GPS; and from
pencils, pens, and triangles to computer aided drafting and
design technology.”

“One thing has not changed—the foundation of the
company that Cliff began 65 years ago. He nurtured Spicer
Group on strong engineering principles and client relation-
ships. We continue to do that today.” The firm continues to
focus on strong engineering principles and client relation-
ships.

Spicer is also pleased to announce that William Adam
Branscomb, P.E. and Raymond S. Trudgeon, P.E. have both
become registered professional engineers in Michigan.
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A Full-Service Law Firm
Serving Michigan Counties
and Local Governments
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER NEWS

Spalding DeDecker Associates, Inc. welcome

Dietrich, Bailey and Associates, PC

Combining these two companies will make them stron-
ger. Both firms are Professional Engineering and Surveying
firms, serving southeast Michigan. SDA has offices in Brigh-
ton, Detroit, Rochester Hills, and Trenton. DBA, headquar-
tered in Plymouth with another office in Monroe, serves
Wayne, Monroe, Livingston, Washtenaw, and surrounding
counties.

Detroit
313-964-5217

Lansing
S517-237-01m

offices worldwide
www.pirnie.com

Aavancing Communities*

engineers Y architects v surveyors

888.522.6711
ohm-advisors.com

Stormwater Management

Governor Granholm Appoints
M. Jack Knowles, III to the Great
Lakes Wind Council

Deitrich, Bailey and Associates is
pleased to announce that the firm's
Vice President, M. Jack Knowles, III,
has been appointed by Governor Gra-
nholm to the Great Lakes Wind Coun-
cil. The Great Lakes Wind Council is an
advisory board within the Department of Energy, Labor, and
Economic Growth. The Council will provide a forum for citi-
zens and begin to identify where wind energy systems may be
developed in the Great Lakes. A full report will be provided
to the Governor by September 1, 2009.

Mr. Knowles is a graduate of the University of Michigan
with a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture. He has served on
the Scio Township Planning Commission and the Scio Town-
ship Zoning Board of Appeals. Jack began his career at Dei-
trich, Bailey and Associates in 1983, and has quickly moved
through the ranks to his current position as Vice President.
He has more than 30 years experience in site planning and
landscape design and is responsible for the firm'’s site and
land development projects.

Knowles

ROWE Renames Expanding Company

Effective immediately, Rowe Incorporated begins operat-
ing as ROWE Professional Services Company. President and
CEO, John D. Matonich, PS, believes the new name better
reflects the services the company provides. Recently, the com-
pany has increased its efforts to serve its clients as several staff
members have obtained accreditation as LEED-accredited
professionals.

With the current state of the economy, ROWE is work-
ing to access ways to stay above the recession. The company
is preparing to identify public works projects so that when
funding becomes available they can hit the ground running.
In 2008, the company set a record by winning nine profes-
sional awards for engineering, pipeline surveying and com-
munity involvement.

Office: (734) 453-8448
(248) 476-3900
Mobile: (313) 300-6551

National Concrete Products Co.

“CONCRETE FOR PERMANENCY"
CONCRETE PIPE

BOB TERWIN
VICE-PRESIDENT & TREASURER

939 S. MILL STREET
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170-4320
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SPARTAN SPEGIALTIES LTD

SOIL STABILIZATION SOLUTIONS

GROUTING TECHNOLOGIES
Jet Grouting m Compaction Grouting
Chemical Grouting m Micro Fine Cement

CONCRETE REPAIR
Preplaced Aggregate m Epoxy Injection
Fabric Form Grout Bags m Gunite

PILES
Mini Piles m Soil Nailing
Earth & Rock Anchors

006-826-8811

6250 Sims m Sterling Heights MI 48313

Civil and Environmental
Engineering Solutions

FLEIS & VANDENBRINK

ENGINEERING,

Site Design and Planning
Environmental
Road/Utility Design
Survey/GPS
GIS/Mapping
Architecture
Landscape Architecture
Construction Management

INC.

Offices Located in:
Grand Rapids, M + Kalamazoo, Ml + Lansing, M » Muskegon, MI
Traverse City, Ml + Fort Wayne, IN « Indianapolis, IN

(800) 494-5202

www.fveng.com

First Quarter 2009

“Over 37 Years of Experience

in the State of Michigan
as Bond Counsel
on municipal bonds & notes”

Law Office of

Axe & Ecklund, P.C.

Bond Counsel Specialists

John R. Axe Peter S. Ecklund, Jr.

21 Kercheval Ave.
Suite 360
Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236
1-800-383-6324 or
(313) 884-1550
(313) 884-0626 Fax

“Our firm is #1 in

Experience & Innovations”

AN 4R MUNICIPAL FINANCIAL
S W— ]

= ==CONSULTANTS
== INCORPORATED

Over the last 27 years MFCI
has issued more than
1,615 municipal bond & note
issues of all typesin a
total face amount in excess of

$10,029,000,000.00

21 Kercheval Ave.
Suite 360
Grosse Pointe Farms, M| 48236
1-800-383-MFCI (6324) or
(313) 884-1550
(313) 884-0626 Fax
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Advertise 1n Pipeline

Your connection to stormwater management professionals

Ad Size Price
Per Issue
Full Page $380
Half Page $330
Quarter Page $230
Business Card $165

Contact:
MACDC

Pipeline Magazine
120 N. Washington Sq., Suite 110A
Lansing, MI 48933
517.484.9761

Theresa Lark, Editor
lark.t@gcsionline.com




IT'S MORE THAN JUST THE LAW.

I.et Us Put Our Statewide Resources to Work for You

LILER
IELD

millercanfield.com/publiclaw
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Site Plan Reviews & Storm Water Management Plans
Inland Lake Management

Dam Safety Inspections & Lake Level Improvement Studies

Floodplain Map Modernization & Cooperating Technical Partnerships

Hydrologic & Hydraulic Analysis

Drain & Storm Sewer Inspection & Design
Storm Water Detention Basin Design

Soil Erosion & Sedimentation Control Plans
NPDES Phase Il Permit Coordination
Bathymetric/Hydrographic Surveying

Lirtle Salr Creek
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(800)833-0062
WWW.SPICERGROUP.COM




