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17:12 LAND DIVISION ACT - ACT 591 

The Land Division Act regulates the division of land over time.  The statute provides for 

three kinds of land division: 

• Exempt splits 

• Divisions 

• Subdivisions (the old Plat Act) 

The Land Division Act does not require review and approval by the County Drain 

Commissioner for exempt splits or divisions. County Drain Commissioner approval remains 

necessary for subdivisions. Local municipal regulations can be more restrictive than the 

requirements of the Land Division Act and can require County Drain Commissioner approval for 

all land divisions. 

17:12.1 Exempt Splits 

Exempt splits are defined as splits greater than 40 acres (this is similar to the old ten (10)-

acre rule).  Exempt splits do not require municipal approval so long as the parcel is accessible.  

17:12.2 Land Division 

Each parcel lawfully in existence on March 30, 1997, is defined as a parent parcel and 

“splitable”. Contiguous parcels with the same ownership are called parent tracts and are only 

entitled to one set of divisions. A division is any new parcel less than 40 acres. Forty acres or 

more is not considered a division. 

Formula for figuring number of divisions: 

 For the first ten (10) acres or any part thereof – four (4) divisions available; For each ten 

(10) acres over the first ten (10) acres – one (1) additional division available but not more 

than 11 more divisions.  Then, for each additional whole 40 acres over 120 acres – one 

(1) additional division;  

Bonus divisions:  

 For parcels of 20 acres or more, two (2) bonus divisions available, if; 

 1.  One of the parcels is 60 percent or more of the area of the original parent parcel or 

parent tract. 

OR 

 2.  All the parcels created are accessed by a new road (public or private). 

Parcels created can be re-divided in ten (10) years, but under a different formula: 
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 After ten (10) years – two (2) parcels for the first ten (10) acres or fraction thereof plus 

one (1) additional parcel for each ten (10) acres over the first ten (10) acres to a maximum 

of seven (7) parcels with three (3) bonus parcels if one of the parcels created is 60 percent 

or more of the ten (10)-year parent parcel.   

 Parcels under ten (10) acres cannot exceed 4:1 ratio (width to depth). 

The right to make divisions are transferable and reservable but only within the parent 

parcel or parent tract. 

Municipal approval is required on all divisions, with the following items required: 

1. Submit adequate and accurate legal descriptions with public utility easements shown. 

2. Cannot exceed 4:1 ratio or less if township requires. (A township can allow greater ratios but 

must enact ordinance to allow.) 

3. Meets minimum municipality lot width requirements. 

4. Meets minimum municipality lot area requirements. 

5. Has adequate access as required by State Transportation Department or County Road 

Commission. 

6. Cannot exceed maximum allowable number of parcels. 

7. Easements for public utilities. 

17:12.3 Subdivisions 

Subdivisions are splits that do not meet the requirements for “land division” and must be 

platted. The old Plat Act (P.A. 288 of 1967) is found in Section 560.105 of the Land Division 

Act.  The approval process for land subdivisions in Michigan is outlined below: 

 (1) Definitions 

Plat: A map or chart of a subdivision of land. 
 
Preliminary Plat: A map showing the salient features of a proposed subdivision submitted to an 
approving authority for the purpose of preliminary considerations. 
 
Subdivide or Subdivision: The partitioning or dividing of a parcel or tract of land by the 
proprietor thereof or by his heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, successors or 
assigns for the purpose of sale, or lease of more than one year, or of building development where 
the act of division creates five (5) or more parcels of land each of which is ten (10) acres or less 
in area; or five (5) or more parcels of land each of which is ten (10) acres or less in area are 
created by successive divisions within a period of ten (10) years. 
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Proprietor: A natural person, firm, association, partnership, corporation or combination of any 
of them that may hold any ownership interest in land whether recorded or not. 
 
 (2) Preliminary Plat Phase 

a) The three phases: pre-preliminary, preliminary, and final preliminary plat approval. 

b) Should receive preliminary approval from regulatory agencies (Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality (MDEQ), local Health Department, Road Commission, Drain 

Commissioner) 

 (3) The Final Plat Phase (Certificates and Approval) 

a) Surveyor’s Certificate 

b) Proprietor’s Certificate 

c) County Treasurer’s Certificate:  Payment of taxes and liens. 

d) County Drain Commissioner: 

1. Compliance requirements; each office must have published document. 

2. Bonds/surety and other requirements. 

3. Agreements and compliance with drain code. 

e) County Road Commission (if they have jurisdiction): 

1. Published compliance requirements are required. 

2. Bonds/surety and other requirements. 

3. Majority of the commission must sign. 

f)   Municipal Approval: 

1. Planning commission approval if local ordinance provides for this. 

2. Governing body approval: 

• Plat must comply with approved final preliminary plat. 

• Improvements required must be completed or surety placed at owner discretion. 

• Plat must comply with technical standards (as verified by the municipality). 

g) County Plat Board approval: Certifies that plat meets their published requirements and was 

reviewed by them and/or the County Plat Engineer. 

h) Michigan Department of Transportation Certificate (if applicable):  Certifies that plat meets 

Commission’s published rules.
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i)    Department of Commerce Subdivision Control Unit Approval: 

1. Reviews all technical aspects of plat. 

2. Certifies that plat conforms to the Act and their published rules and that plat has their 

approval. 

j)   Register of Deeds Recording certificate: 

1. Certifies time, date, and location of recording. 

2. Records liber and page of associated restrictions filed with the plat. 

3. Certifies to Department of Commerce that plat has been recorded. 
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APPENDIX 

 

 

1. Checklist for Preliminary Developments 

2. Checklist for Final Plats 

3. Flow Chart – Subdivision Control Act 

4. Sample Plat 

5. Land Division Table 
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